Carcinoma of the pancreatic head area. Therapy: nonoperative biliary drainage for palliation.
Jaundice is the dominant symptom in patients with biliary obstruction from carcinomas of the pancreatic head area. The many symptoms usually associated to prolonged biliary stasis (malnutrition, coagulopathy, pruritus hepatocellular failure, renal dysfunction, angiocolitis) is commonly resolved or relieved by biliary drainage. Palliation is frequently the only feasible treatment in these patients due to the biological aggressiveness of these tumors characterized by the early infiltration of adjacent tissues. Endoscopic and percutaneous procedures of biliary recanalization are as effective as those of surgical palliation, are more comfortable to the patients and burdened with a lower morbidity and mortality. In selected patients, palliation of jaundice can be combined with intraluminal radiotherapy or pancreatic drainage the latter aimed at the relief of the "obstructive" pain present in some patients with carcinoma of the area of the head of the pancreas.